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  ABOUT THE AUTHOR

About the Author

Reginald Rose (1920-2002) was born in Manhattan and attended both high school and 
college in the city. During WWII, he joined the Army. 

Rose’s writing career began in the age of live television drama, but he later developed scripts 
for movies and the theater. His first teleplay was performed on CBS television in 1950 and 
from his experience as a juror in a manslaughter trial, Rose gained the knowledge and ideas 
for Twelve Angry Men.

Reginald Rose won many national and international awards and continued writing for many 
years. His works are noted for their realistic commentaries on matters of social and political 
importance. One of his works, Thunder on Sycamore Street, for example, directed attention to 
the possible dangers of conformity.

Twelve Angry Men originally aired on CBS’s Studio One in 1954, but this production was a 
shortened version of Rose’s original work. This is the version that appeared in print in Six 
Television Plays and later in school anthologies.

The film version of this play starring Henry Fonda was produced in 1957. Its running time is 
93 minutes. There is also a 1997 film version of Twelve Angry Men available on video with a 
racially mixed jury and with Jack Lemmon in Henry Fonda’s role. Additionally, an alternative 
version of the play with a female cast exists called Twelve Angry Women. The dialogue is 
basically the same as the 1954 play. Although the original is a bit dated, it remains the 
superior version.

This play deals with the sensitive issues of prejudice and racism, relying heavily on the 
portrayal of stereotypes. The ultimate purpose of these portrayals is to delineate the value of 
justice and morality, looking past stereotypes and prejudice. Students must be alert to the fact 
that the views, improper as they are, did indeed influence jury decisions for many years. This 
controversy emphasizes the play’s important theme of justice prevailing, even when only one 
person stands up for what is right.

All references come from The Dramatic Publishing Company edition of Twelve Angry Men, 
copyright 1983.
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  TERMS AND DEFINITIONS 

Terms and Definitions

Antagonist - the person or force that is in conflict with, or opposes, the protagonist. 
Example: Nurse Ratched opposes McMurphy throughout One Flew Over the 
Cuckoo’s Nest.

Characterization - the methods, incidents, speech, etc., an author uses to reveal the 
people in the book. Characterization is depicted by what the person says, what 
others say, and by his or her actions. 

Climax - the point of greatest dramatic tension or excitement in a story. Examples: 
Othello’s murder of Desdemona. In To Kill a Mockingbird, the person chasing 
Scout is killed.

Dialogue - conversation between two or more characters

Drama – plays intended to be acted; performances of plays - Example: Arthur Miller’s 
All My Sons

Motivation - the reasons behind a character’s actions - Example: Huckleberry Finn 
travels down the Mississippi River in order to escape the Widow Douglas, who 
wants to “sivililize” him. 

Plot - the pattern of events in a literary work; what happens

Protagonist - the central or main character in a story around whom the plot centers. 
Examples: Hester Prynne in The Scarlet Letter; David Copperfield in David 
Copperfield

Stage Directions - the information given for the reader to visualize the setting, 
position of props, etc., in a play Stage directions may give additional impressions 
of the characters through short descriptions and through what they do. 
Examples: “Exit”; “She reads from the newspaper.”

Stereotyping - the act of putting people into groups based on race, religion, 
nationality, physical appearance, social class, or some other easily identifiable 
characteristic Example: In The Last of the Mohicans, Magua and Uncas are the 
stereotypical ideals of evil and good Indians, respectively.
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  TERMS AND DEFINITIONS

Theme - the central or dominant idea behind the story; the most important aspect 
that emerges from how the book treats its subject. Sometimes theme is easy to 
see, but, at other times, it may be more difficult. Theme is usually expressed 
indirectly, as an element the reader must figure out. It is a universal statement 
about humanity, rather than a simple statement dealing with plot or characters 
in the story. Themes are generally hinted at through different methods: a phrase 
or quotation that introduces the novel, a recurring element in the book, or an 
observation made that is reinforced through plot, dialogue, or characters. It must 
be emphasized that not all works of literature have themes in them. Example: 
In a story about a man who is diagnosed with cancer and, through medicine and 
will-power, returns to his former occupation, the theme might be: “Real courage 
is demonstrated through internal bravery and perseverance.” In a poem about a 
flower that grows, blooms, and dies, the theme might be: “Youth fades, and death 
comes to all.”
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  LEGAL TERMS

Legal Terms

Prosecutor—the district attorney who tries to prove the guilt of the defendant

Defense Counsel—the lawyer who represents the defendant and tries to prove innocence

Verdict—the final decision made by the jury

Foreman—a juror chosen to lead a jury and deliver the verdict to the judge

Convict—to find the defendant guilty of the crime

Acquit—to find the defendant innocent

Reasonable Doubt—This is the element in law that states that if some uncertainty 
exists, a juror must vote to acquit. Because jurors were not there to see the crime, 
they cannot be one hundred percent certain who is guilty; however, even without 
being certain, they may vote to convict if they believe the defendant committed 
the crime. If they have a real question in their minds as to the defendant’s guilt or 
innocence, this is “reasonable doubt,” and they should vote to acquit.

Innocent until proven guilty—a fundamental principal of law that means the state 
must prove guilt; the suspect does not have to prove innocence

The Fifth Amendment—a fundamental principle of law which states that a person 
cannot be forced to testify against him or herself in a court of law

Double Jeopardy—a fundamental principle of law that states that a person cannot 
be tried twice for the same crime; this means that if a defendant is acquitted, 
that person cannot be tried again for the same crime, even if evidence arises that 
proves that person’s guilt

Cross-examine—to question a witness by the opposing counsel

Deliberate—to consider or discuss carefully

Premeditated—planned or plotted in advance

Homicide—the killing of one person by another

Hung Jury—lack of agreement among jurors when instructed that a unanimous 
decision is required; a hung jury would require a retrial.
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  OBJECTIVES

Objectives

By the end of this Unit, the student will be able to: 
 
1.  identify and define these elements of drama: plot, character, dialogue, and staging.

2.  state how the staging reveals the setting, and how staging contributes to the mood.

3.  identify the protagonist and the main antagonist in the play and state the nature of  
their conflict.

4.  distinguish between drama and melodrama and identify Twelve Angry Men as one or the 
other, supporting the choice with evidence from the play.

5.  explain how playwright Reginald Rose differentiates between his characters.

6. define the term “stereotype” and explain how stereotypes are used in this play.

7.  cite examples from the play to prove the point that all the details in a drama are 
important in:

 A. providing character motivation/differentiation 
 B. advancing the action of the plot
 C. revealing theme.

8.  discuss the following themes in the play and indicate how they are revealed to the 
reader:

 A. Justice and fairness will prevail if there is one just man who believes in them.
 B.  Intolerance and prejudice may be mundane in appearance, but are, nonetheless, 

persuasive.
 C. For one person to stand alone against the group takes courage.

9.  comment on the motivation of the three major characters and discuss whether this 
motivation is a convincing and believable explanation for their behavior.

identify the dramatic climax at the end of each act and state what produced it.10. 

explain how he or she would have voted, citing evidence from the play.11. 

12. define various terms relating to the legal system.
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  QUESTIONS FOR ESSAY AND DISCUSSION

Questions for Essay and Discussion

1. How does melodrama differ from drama? Is this play more of a drama or melodrama? 
Explain.

2. At the end of the play, the audience cannot be completely sure that the boy was not 
guilty. Why do you think the boy’s guilt or innocence was left uncertain? How would 
you have voted?

3. What is the mood of this play, and what elements of staging contribute to the mood? 
Explain.

4. Define the term “stereotype” and identify at least six stereotypes found in this play.

5. Write an essay in which you prove, by referring to incidents and comments in the play, 
that each of the following are themes in this play:

 A.  Justice and fairness may prevail, even if there is only one just person who believes  
in them.

 B.  Intolerance and prejudice may be mundane in appearance, but are nonetheless  
persuasive.

 C. It takes courage for one man to stand alone against the group.

6. A good drama is supposed to make the reader think and respond. Did this play succeed 
in this? Why or why not?

7. What is reasonable doubt? How does it differ from being reasonably sure?

8. People are often judged mentally unstable or incompetent if they cannot reason. How 
does reason affect the thought process of the first juror to change his vote?

9. Our jury system requires the selection of twelve people to come to a conclusion about 
the guilt or innocence of a person on trial. What questions would you put to a potential 
juror to determine if he or she should serve on this particular jury?
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  TEST

Test

1. Reginald Rose indicates his concern for fairness and justice
 A. by having the judge instruct the jurors to be fair and honest.
 B. by showing twelve faces of fairness in the jury room.
 C. in another play called Twelve Angry Jurors.
 D. through a character who stands up for what is correct.
 E. by having the play begin with those words.

2. How is the foreman chosen?
 A. The jurors voted before the trial.
 B. The audience is not told.
 C. He was appointed by the judge.
 D. He volunteered for the job and was accepted.
 E. No one else wanted the job.

3. The character in a work of literature who is in conflict with the main character is the
  A.  sadist.
  B.  dramatist.
  C.  antagonist.
  D.  protagonist.
  E.  playwright.

4. The secret deliberation of the jury is assured by
 A. locking them in a room.
 B. not allowing them food or drink.
 C. removing their access to human contact.
 D. asking them to listen to each witness carefully.
 E. giving each juror a transcript of the trial.

5. Character types that appear so often that their natures are immediately familiar to the 
reader or audience are 

 A.  dramatists.
 B.  sadists. 
 C.  stereotypes. 
 D. dramatic.
 E.  average.

6. The point or points in the play where the action becomes most emotional is called.
 A.  stage business. 
 B.  dramatic climax.
 C.  dramatic personae. 
 D.  antagonist.
 E.  stereotype.
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  TEST

7. Act II ends on a dramatic note with juror Three shouting,
 A.  “I’ll kill you!”
 B. “Let’s be fiends.”
 C. “That boy deserves to die.”
 D. “I’m free.”
 E. “Let’s think about this.”

8. In the opening of this play, the judge tells the jurors that for a guilty verdict
 A. at least seven jurors must vote guilty.
 B. the vote must be unanimous.
 C. the jurors must be convinced of the person’s innocence beyond a reasonable doubt.
 D. must deliver the death penalty.
 E. the jurors must decide within three hours.

9. According to Juror Twelve, air conditioning in the jury room would
 A. lower body temperature too much.
 B. require them to request jackets.
 C. raise his taxes.
 D. not be possible in a room that high up in the building.
 E. not allow for smoking.

10. The decision to take an early vote was to determine
 A. “who’s with me?”
 B. “what’s for lunch?”
 C. “who’s where.”
 D. “what’s what.”
 E. “what’s next?”

11. Juror Three hates all young men because
 A. he was beaten up and robbed by two teenagers.
 B. a nineteen-year-old killed his only son.
 C. his son punched him and then ran away from home.
 D. he experienced a particularly difficult adolescence.
 E. he will say anything to end his jury duty.

12. Juror Nine, the first one to change his vote, admires the protagonist because 
 A. he is a handsome man. 
 B. he has the courage to stand alone against the group. 
 C. he seems to be a smart, professional man. 
 D. the antagonist stands up to the bully. 
 E. both of them are of the same religious belief.
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  TEST

13. The boy spent time in a juvenile facility for 
 A. having robbed a store.
 B. having been in a knife fight.
 C. having mugged an elderly woman.
 D. having assaulted his father.
 E. having stolen a car.

14.  At the end of Act I, the protagonist proposes that
 A. they tell the judge they cannot agree on a verdict.
 B. all the rest vote again, but he will not.
 C. juror Three quit, since he is prejudiced.
 D. they review the floor plan.
 E. they reenact the crime.

15. “How can you believe him, knowing what he is? I lived among ’em all my life. You can’t 
believe a word they say.” (Act I)

 The comment above indicates that the speaker is 
 A. a person who thinks a great deal.
 B. a person who is open-minded.
 C. a person who is trying to be fair.
 D. a person who has already made up his mind. 
 E. a person who wants to weigh the facts.

16. A game of tic-tac-toe is suggested by Juror Three to pass the time. What is he waiting for?
 A. a new vote
 B. the foreman’s remarks.
 C. evidence relating to the old man’s testimony
 D. Juror Eight’s response to the woman’s testimony
 E. lunch

17. It is shown that the woman who claimed to have seen the murder
 A. is lying because she disliked the boy.
 B. could not have seen the murder because a train went by.
 C. wears glasses and did not have them on while in bed.
 D. just wants to get attention.
 E. provides an accurate account of the murder.

18. Eight shows that the old man could not have heard the boy shout because
 A. he is deaf.
 B.  he was sleeping.
 C. the sound could not travel through the walls.
 D. the man would not be able to hear over the sound of the train.
 E. the man lived across the street.
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  TEST

19. The dramatic climax of Act III occurs when
 A. Three slaps his hand on the table and says, “All right.”
 B. Four ages to a not guilty verdict.
 C. Two cannot see the clock.
 D. the Foreman summons the guard.
 E. Eleven remembers the woman’s bifocals.

20. The setting for this story is a
 A. courtroom on a hot summer day.
 B. a jury room on a cold winter day.
 C. a courtroom on a cold winter day.
 D. a jury room on a mild spring day.
 E. a jury room on a hot summer day.

ESSAY QUESTIONS (ANSwER ANY TwO.)

1.  By referring to incidents and comments in the play, prove the following statement: 
Justice and fairness may prevail over intolerance and prejudice if there is only one fair 
and just person who is willing to speak out.

2.  Using this play as an example, identify the reasons that drama, although perhaps less 
exciting than melodrama, is more realistic and more important to a society.

3. Explain how Juror Three is able to convince others of the boy’s probable innocence. 
Provide at least three examples from the play.

4. Identify two factors of staging that influence the jurors’ behavior. Using details from the 
play, explain how these elements affect behavior and how the deliberation may have 
proceeded differently under different conditions.
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  TEST KEY

Twelve Angry Men
Test Key

 1. D  6. B  11. C  16. D

 2. B  7. A  12. B  17. C

 3. C  8. B  13. B  18. D

 4. A  9. C  14. B  19. A

 5. C  10. C  15. D  20. E
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  STUDY GUIDE

Twelve Angry Men

Act I

VOCAbUlARY

unanimous – complete agreement with no one dissenting
refugee   – a person who flees one country and seeks safety somewhere else
el – a train of the same design as a subway train that runs on tracks elevated a few 

stories above street level.
retire – to leave the open court to go to a private room
calculus – a complicated mathematical process
belligerently – in a hostile or angry manner
monopoly – the exclusive ownership of a business
switch knife – more commonly referred to as switchblade, one whose spring-loaded 

blade is concealed inside the body of the knife
proposition – a deal; bargain
bickering – arguing
mugging – a physical attack to take money or goods from another person
breeding ground – a place that feeds and nourishes the growth of what is born there
flimsy – weak and thin

1.  In your own words, state what instructions the judge gives to the jurors. How many 
jurors must vote guilty for the accused to be convicted?

 The judge tells them that if they have reasonable doubt, they must declare the defendant not 
guilty. All twelve must vote unanimously; otherwise, there will be no verdict, and the result 
will be a hung jury, which means there would be another trial.

2.  Before the jurors are locked in their room, what is the last thing they hear that might 
influence their thinking when deciding the defendant’s guilt or innocence?

 The uniformed guard, shaking his head, says, “He doesn’t stand a chance.”

3 Describe the staging for this play and indicate what mood the staging generates. (In 
addition to the set, mention something about the climate and temperature of the set.)

 The stage is set as a bare, drab room with only one window. The only furniture is a table 
and twelve straight wooden chairs. It is a bare, drab room that is probably depressing, even 
in good circumstances. On the day depicted, it is hot and stuffy, late in the afternoon, and 
everyone is tired and uncomfortable.
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  STUDY GUIDE

4.  Of what is the defendant accused and what evidence is there against him?

 A young man is accused of murdering his father.
 a.  The murder weapon looks like a knife that he had, but claims to have lost.
 b.   He has been in trouble with the law himself and has served time for participating in a 

knife fight.
  c.  The woman across the street claims to have seen the boy do it.
 d.   The man downstairs claims to have heard the boy threaten and stab his father. The man 

also claims to have reached his door in time to see the boy run down the stairs.

5.  Who is the protagonist in this play and what is he doing when we first see him?

 Juror Eight is the protagonist. When we first see him, he is staring thoughtfully out of the 
window.

6.  Who does it appear will be his major antagonist? How is this antagonist differentiated 
from the other jurors?

 Juror Three is loud, bossy, and opinionated, and will probably be in opposition to the 
protagonist.

7.  What will be the cause of the conflict between the protagonist and antagonist?

 On the surface they are arguing about the guilt of the boy. It later becomes, however, a 
personality clash and an argument about justice and fairness.

8.  To quickly identify and differentiate among his characters, Rose uses a number of 
stereotypes. Identify at least three of them.

 1.  The foreman is of the type who takes authority seriously and is impressed with his own 
importance in his role. 

 2. Juror Two is a meek, quiet man. 
 3.  Juror Three is a loud man with strong opinions, is not easily swayed, shows signs of 

sadism, and is intolerant of others’ opinions.
 4.  Juror Four is a self-confident businessman. He appears to think himself superior to the 

others and is interested only in facts and how they add up. 
 5. Juror Five is a good-hearted, poor, young man, who grew up in the slums.
 6. Juror Six is a blue-collar type; honest but plodding. 
 7. Juror Seven is a loud, flashy salesman. 
 8.  Juror Eight is the type of man who is fair, thoughtful, and kindly; he considers the hard 

life of the accused as a factor. 
 9. Juror Nine is the stereotype of a kindly, old man. 
 10. Juror Ten is a  bigot who appears to be undereducated
 11. Juror Eleven is a long-suffering refugee.
 12.  Juror Twelve is in advertising, and cannot conceive of people on any level other than images.



3

Twelve Angry Men  TEACHER’S COPY

  STUDY GUIDE

9.  What is the cause of Three’s anger toward all young men?

 His anger toward his own son seems to be why he feels as he does. His son, who was beaten 
by his father when he was young, knocked his father down as a teenager. Then he ran away 
from home and has not seen his father since.

10.  What does Ten’s following comment reveal about himself? “How can you believe him, 
knowing what he is? I lived among ’em all my life. You can’t believe a word they say.” 
(Act I)

 Clearly he is a very prejudiced person. He distrusts a whole race or class of people based on 
very limited exposure. 

11.   Juror Eight says he had a peculiar feeling about this trial. What does he think was wrong?
 
 Eight feels the defense counsel did not conduct a thorough cross-examination, and many 

questions were left unasked.

12.  The foreman asks the guard to bring in the switchblade knife. Why?

 Juror Four says he feels that the jurors have a right to see the exhibits in evidence.

13. Juror Four questions the logic of Eight’s premise that the boy did lose the knife. What is 
his sarcastic question to Eight?

 
 Four wants Eight to explain if he thinks someone else found the knife and stabbed the boy’s 

father to be amusing.

14. What dramatic climax occurs toward the end of Act I?

 Juror Eight jabs a knife into the wall. The knife is identical to the murder weapon.

15. What proposal does Juror Eight make at end of the act? What is his motive for making 
the proposal?

 He proposes they vote again, and states that he will not vote. If all eleven agree on guilty, he 
will change his vote to guilty. He expects at least one juror, maybe more, to vote not guilty

16. From what you have learned of the jurors thus far, which one(s) would you want on your 
jury if you were on trial, and explain why. Which one(s) would you not want? Why?

 Answers will vary, but should include Juror Eight as an addition and possibly Three, Ten or 
Twelve as deletions.
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Act II

VOCAbUlARY

technicality – a minor detail affecting a legal decision. a suspect can be freed on a 
technicality if certain legal procedures are not followed accurately.

sadist – one who takes pleasure in hurting someone else.
pantomime – acting without words
insignificant – a very small detail that has little or no importance
ensuing – following
sheepishly – with embarrassment
blunder – a serious mistake
discrepancy – a fault or error in calculation

What causes the conflict between jurors Three and Five at the opening of this scene?1. 

 Three, who firmly believes that the boy is guilty, thinks that Five was the one who changed a 
vote. The changed vote indicates that deliberations must continue.

2. Why does Nine change his vote? Who is Nine?

 He admires Eight for having the courage to stand alone, so he gives him his support in order 
to hear more. Nine is an elderly man.

3. Jurors Two and Four are at the water cooler, and when Two asks the meaning of 
reasonable doubt. What is Four’s explanation?

 Four says that there must be law and order, that the line must be drawn somewhere.

4. What is the point that Eight makes about a passing elevated train?

 The train makes so much noise it would not have been possible for the old man to hear the 
boy shout at his father, “I’m going to kill you.”

5. Nine thinks the old man might have said what he said in order to get attention, not 
because he actually heard anything. What led him to this conclusion?

 Nine sees the witness as a poor, old, insignificant man, perhaps like himself. He can 
understand the need for attention that such a man may have.
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6. When Three and Nine are arguing over whether the old witness said that it took him 
fifteen or twenty seconds to get to the door, what does Three say?

 Three says that the witness is an old man; that half the time he is confused, so how could he 
be positive about anything?

7.  Why does Three immediately look sheepish after he says this?

 He was the one who was relying so heavily on the witness’ word about the guilt of the boy.

8.  What is the point of all the measuring that Eight does?

 He is proving the point that the old man could not have gotten out of bed and to the door in 
fifteen seconds.

9.  Why is it so important for Three that the boy be convicted?

 Three seems to have an unreasoning, all-consuming hatred of the accused boy. Perhaps 
because his son is about the same age as the boy, the accused reminds Three of the bad 
feelings he has for his son. 

10. Juror Three attempts to discredit another juror. How does he try to do that and why?

 Juror Three defends the testimony of the old man witness, and when Juror Nine says he is the 
same type of “old man” as the witness, Juror Three calls Nine a liar and asks him to admit it.

11. In Juror Three’s anger, he refers to the rest of the jury in a derogatory fashion. How does 
he do that?

 He accuses the men of making up wild stories, calls them “soft-hearted old ladies” and says 
he’s sick of them all.

12.  On what dramatic note does this act end? What makes the dramatic climax so 
significant?

 Three has to be held back because he has gone after Eight and is shouting “I’ll kill you.” 
Everyone realizes that he is just using it as an expression, just as the boy might have when he 
said it to his father.



6

Twelve Angry Men  TEACHER’S COPY

  STUDY GUIDE

Act III

VOCAbUlARY

hung jury—a jury which cannot reach a unanimous verdict; even an eleven to one 
vote results in a hung jury

tenement—a large apartment building offering only the basics, usually located in an 
urban setting .

reflectively – with insight and deep thought
writhing – squirming, moving in twisting movements
conceivable – able to be pictured mentally and believed
intimidate – threaten, frighten into submission

1.  In the opening of Act III, Juror Eleven praises the fact that people can hold unpopular 
opinions in this country. He continues speaking about democracy. Why does Reginald 
Rose give him these lines?

 Because Eleven is a refugee, he appreciates things the others take for granted. In this respect, 
he is the stereotypical refugee. Rose was a believer in justice and democracy, as well as an 
author known for social comment. His speaks about these issues through the persona of an 
immigrant who came to America in search of these freedoms.

2. What does Three do to Eight in the beginning of Act III that causes the others to cry, 
“Look out!”

 Three, in pretending to stab Eight, comes very close to actually doing it. Because of his anger 
toward Eight at the end of Act II, the others are not sure he will stop.

3. There is one note of comic relief in the third act. After the jurors vote, it is introduced 
that they are voting on whether or not they are a hung jury. What somewhat humorous 
ironic statement does Eleven make?

 Eleven says, “We can’t even agree about whether or not the window should be open.”

4. What did Juror Four do that keeps the group from being a hung jury?
 
 Four changes his vote back to guilty after a six to six tie so that the discussion can continue.

5. Juror Eleven makes a suggestion that one of the others does not understand “reasonable 
doubt.” To whom is he directing his remark, and why is the other juror angry? 

 Juror Seven is the recipient of the remark and is angry for the immigrant to be telling him 
what he does not understand, and he claims that Eleven arrogant.
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6.  Why is Five convinced that the boy did not stab his father? What makes Five an authority?

 The defendant is experienced with a knife. No experienced knife fighter would stab overhand 
because of the way a switchblade opens. Five is an expert in this field because he witnessed 
many knife fights growing up in the slums.

7.  After Five’s comments about the knife, another vote is taken. How does the count stand 
after this vote?

 Nine votes not guilty; Three votes guilty.

8. In the scene where Ten starts talking about “those people,” why do the other jurors get 
up from the table?

 He is a ranting bigot, and none of the others can put up with him any longer. By leaving the 
table, they are disassociating themselves from him.

9. What comments does Juror Eight make that seem to settle the argument about “doubt”?

 He repeats the evidence about the defendant, calling him first smart, then stupid; he repeats 
evidence about the old man witness. He then suggests that those facts represent doubt, and at 
least two jurors agree, and they take another vote.

10.  To Four, what is the most convincing evidence that the boy is guilty?

 The woman across the street claims to have seen the boy commit the murder.

11.  What is brought up to refute the woman’s claim that she saw the boy kill his father?

 She claims she woke up and looked out the window as she lay in bed. Yet she wore glasses; 
since she did not wear them to bed, the question arises whether she could see anything clearly 
without her glasses.

12.  What piece of stage business forces the jurors to think about the woman and her glasses?

 Juror Two could not read the time on the clock because he had his glasses off.

13.  Why does Four change his vote to not guilty?

 He says that now there is reasonable doubt in his mind.

14. What is the dramatic climax of this act?

 Three slams his hand on the table and says, “All right.”
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15. Did Three finally believe the boy was not guilty, or did he vote just to get it over with? 
Support your answer.

 Opinions will vary because there is no conclusive answer, but they should be supported with 
details from the play.

16. What is the major point of this play?

 Answers will certainly vary, but students could mention the wisdom of listening to other 
people’s opinions, not forming opinions too early, the dangers of prejudice, the way the 
judicial system works, etc.
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Twelve Angry Men

Act I

VOCAbUlARY

unanimous – complete agreement with no one dissenting
refugee   – a person who flees one country and seeks safety somewhere else
el – a train of the same design as a subway train that runs on tracks elevated a few 

stories above street level.
retire – to leave the open court to go to a private room
calculus – a complicated mathematical process
belligerently – in a hostile or angry manner
monopoly – the exclusive ownership of a business
switch knife – more commonly referred to as switchblade, one whose spring-loaded 

blade is concealed inside the body of the knife
proposition – a deal; bargain
bickering – arguing
mugging – a physical attack to take money or goods from another person
breeding ground – a place that feeds and nourishes the growth of what is born there
flimsy – weak and thin

1.  In your own words, state what instructions the judge gives to the jurors. How many 
jurors must vote guilty for the accused to be convicted?

 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

2.  Before the jurors are locked in their room, what is the last thing they hear that might 
influence their thinking when deciding the defendant’s guilt or innocence?

 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

3 Describe the staging for this play and indicate what mood the staging generates. (In 
addition to the set, mention something about the climate and temperature of the set.)

 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
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4.  Of what is the defendant accused and what evidence is there against him?
 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

5.  Who is the protagonist in this play and what is he doing when we first see him?
 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

6.  Who does it appear will be his major antagonist? How is this antagonist differentiated 
from the other jurors?

 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

7.  What will be the cause of the conflict between the protagonist and antagonist?
 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

8.  To quickly identify and differentiate among his characters, Rose uses a number of 
stereotypes. Identify at least three of them.

 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

9.  What is the cause of Three’s anger toward all young men?
 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

10.  What does Ten’s following comment reveal about himself? “How can you believe him, 
knowing what he is? I lived among ’em all my life. You can’t believe a word they say.” 
(Act I)

 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
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11.   Juror Eight says he had a peculiar feeling about this trial. What does he think was wrong?
 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

12.  The foreman asks the guard to bring in the switchblade knife. Why?
 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

13. Juror Four questions the logic of Eight’s premise that the boy did lose the knife. What is 
his sarcastic question to Eight?

 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

14. What dramatic climax occurs toward the end of Act I?
 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

15. What proposal does Juror Eight make at end of the act? What is his motive for making 
the proposal?

 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

16. From what you have learned of the jurors thus far, which one(s) would you want on your 
jury if you were on trial, and explain why. Which one(s) would you not want? Why?

 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________



4

Twelve Angry Men  TEACHER’S COPY

  STUDY GUIDE

Act II

VOCAbUlARY

technicality – a minor detail affecting a legal decision. a suspect can be freed on a 
technicality if certain legal procedures are not followed accurately.

sadist – one who takes pleasure in hurting someone else.
pantomime – acting without words
insignificant – a very small detail that has little or no importance
ensuing – following
sheepishly – with embarrassment
blunder – a serious mistake
discrepancy – a fault or error in calculation

What causes the conflict between jurors Three and Five at the opening of this scene?1. 
 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

2. Why does Nine change his vote? Who is Nine?
 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

3. Jurors Two and Four are at the water cooler, and when Two asks the meaning of 
reasonable doubt. What is Four’s explanation?

 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

4. What is the point that Eight makes about a passing elevated train?
 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

5. Nine thinks the old man might have said what he said in order to get attention, not 
because he actually heard anything. What led him to this conclusion?

 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
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6. When Three and Nine are arguing over whether the old witness said that it took him 
fifteen or twenty seconds to get to the door, what does Three say?

 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

7.  Why does Three immediately look sheepish after he says this?
 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

8.  What is the point of all the measuring that Eight does?
 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

9.  Why is it so important for Three that the boy be convicted?
 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

10. Juror Three attempts to discredit another juror. How does he try to do that and why?
 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

11. In Juror Three’s anger, he refers to the rest of the jury in a derogatory fashion. How does 
he do that?

 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

12.  On what dramatic note does this act end? What makes the dramatic climax so significant?
 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
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Act III

VOCAbUlARY

hung jury—a jury which cannot reach a unanimous verdict; even an eleven to one 
vote results in a hung jury

tenement—a large apartment building offering only the basics, usually located in an 
urban setting .

reflectively – with insight and deep thought
writhing – squirming, moving in twisting movements
conceivable – able to be pictured mentally and believed
intimidate – threaten, frighten into submission

1.  In the opening of Act III, Juror Eleven praises the fact that people can hold unpopular 
opinions in this country. He continues speaking about democracy. Why does Reginald 
Rose give him these lines?

 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

2. What does Three do to Eight in the beginning of Act III that causes the others to cry, 
“Look out!”

 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

3. There is one note of comic relief in the third act. After the jurors vote, it is introduced 
that they are voting on whether or not they are a hung jury. What somewhat humorous 
ironic statement does Eleven make?

 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

4. What did Juror Four do that keeps the group from being a hung jury?
 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
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5. Juror Eleven makes a suggestion that one of the others does not understand “reasonable 
doubt.” To whom is he directing his remark, and why is the other juror angry? 

 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

6.  Why is Five convinced that the boy did not stab his father? What makes Five an authority?
 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

7.  After Five’s comments about the knife, another vote is taken. How does the count stand 
after this vote?

 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

8. In the scene where Ten starts talking about “those people,” why do the other jurors get 
up from the table?

 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

9. What comments does Juror Eight make that seem to settle the argument about “doubt”?
 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

10.  To Four, what is the most convincing evidence that the boy is guilty?
 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

11.  What is brought up to refute the woman’s claim that she saw the boy kill his father?
 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
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12.  What piece of stage business forces the jurors to think about the woman and her glasses?
 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

13.  Why does Four change his vote to not guilty?
 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

14. What is the dramatic climax of this act?
 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

15. Did Three finally believe the boy was not guilty, or did he vote just to get it over with? 
Support your answer.

 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

16. What is the major point of this play?
 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________



P R E S T W I C K  H O U S E  L I T E R A R Y  T O U C H S T O N E  C L A S S I C S ™

   Retail Price  Intro.   Discount

200053 .......Adventures of Huckleberry Finn  - Twain ●  TU ●  ●  ●●  ● RJ  ●AT  ●AP ........................................● ........................................●   $4.99  ........... $2.49 
200473 .......Adventures of Tom Sawyer, The  - Twain ●  TU ●  ●  ●●  ● RJ  ●AT .............................................● .............................................●     $4.99  ..........$2.49 

202116 .......Alice’s Adventure in Wonderland  - Carroll ●  TU ●  ●  ●●  ● RJ  ..............................................● ..............................................●   $3.99 ...........  $1.99   

202118 .......Antigone  - Sophocles ●  TU ●  ●  ●●  ● RJ  ●AT .............................................................................● .............................................................................●   $3.99 ...........  $1.99   

200141 .......Awakening, The  - Chopin ●  TU ●  ●  ●●  ● RJ  ●AT  ●AP .................................................................● .................................................................●   $3.99 ...........  $1.99

202111 .......Beowulf  - Roberts (ed.) ●  TU ..................................................................................● ..................................................................................●   $3.99 ...........  $1.99   

204866 .......Best of Poe, The: The Tell-Tale Heart, The Raven, 

The Cask of Amontillado, and 30 Others  - Poe ..................................................   $4.99 ...........  $2.49   
200150 .......Call of the Wild, The  - London ●  TU ●  ●  ●●  ● RJ  ●AT ..............................................................● ..............................................................●   $3.99 ...........  $1.99   

200348 .......Canterbury Tales  - Chaucer ●  TU ..........................................................................● ..........................................................................●   $3.99 ...........  $1.99   

200179 .......Christmas Carol, A  - Dickens Christmas Carol, A  - Dickens Christmas Carol, A ●  TU ●  ●  ●●  ● RJ  ●AT ................................................................● ................................................................●   $3.99 ...........$1.99   

201198 .......Crime and Punishment  - Dostoyevsky ●  TU ..........................................................● ..........................................................●   $6.99 ...........  $3.49   

200694 .......Doll’s House, A  - Ibsen Doll’s House, A  - Ibsen Doll’s House, A ●  TU ●  ●  ●●  ● RJ  ●AT ..........................................................................● ..........................................................................●   $3.99 ...........  $1.99   

200190 .......Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde  - Stevenson ●  TU ●  ●  ●●  ● RJ  ●AT .......................................................● .......................................................●   $3.99 ...........  $1.99   

202113 .......Dracula  - Stoker ●  TU ●  ●  ●●  ● RJ  ........................................................................................● ........................................................................................●   $5.99 ............ $2.99   

200166 .......Ethan Frome  - Wharton ●  TU ●  ●  ●●  ● RJ  ●AT .......................................................................● .......................................................................●   $3.99 ............ $1.99   

200054 .......Frankenstein  - Shelley ●  TU ●  ●  ●●  ● RJ  ●AT  ●AP .....................................................................● .....................................................................●   $4.99 ............$1.99   

202112 .......Great Expectations  - Dickens ●  TU ●  ●  ●●  ● RJ  ●AT  ●AP ..........................................................● ..........................................................●   $5.99 ............ $2.99   

202108 .......Gulliver’s Travels  - Swift ●  TU  ...............................................................................   $4.99 ............ $2.49   

200091 .......Hamlet  - Shakespeare ●  TU ●  ●  ●●  ● RJ  ●AT  ●AP ......................................................................● ......................................................................●   $3.99 ............ $1.99   

200074 .......Heart of Darkness  - Conrad ●  TU ●  ●  ●●  ● RJ  ●AT .................................................................● .................................................................●   $3.99 ............ $1.99   

202117 .......Hound of the Baskervilles, The  - Doyle ●  TU ●  ●  ●●  ● RJ  ●AT ................................................● ................................................●   $3.99 ............$1.99   

200147 .......Importance of Being Earnest, The  - Wilde ●  TU ●  ●  ●●  ● RJ  ●AT ..........................................● ..........................................●   $3.99 ............ $1.99 

301414 .......Invisible Man, The  - Wells ●  TU ●  ●  ●●  ● RJ ..........................................................................● ..........................................................................●   $3.99 ............ $1.99  

202115 .......Jane Eyre  - Brontë ●  TU ●  ●  ●●  ● RJ  .....................................................................................● .....................................................................................●   $6.99 ............ $3.49   

200146 .......Julius Caesar  - Shakespeare ●  TU ●  ●  ●●  ● RJ  ●AT .................................................................● .................................................................●   $3.99 ............ $1.99   

201817 .......Jungle, The  - Sinclair ●  TU ●  ●  ●●  ● RJ  ●AT ............................................................................● ............................................................................●   $5.99 ............$2.99   

200125 .......Macbeth  - Shakespeare ●  TU ●  ●  ●●  ● RJ  ●AT  ●AP ....................................................................● ....................................................................●   $3.99 ............ $1.99   

204864 .......Medea  - Euripides ●  TU  .........................................................................................   $3.99 ............ $1.99   

200133 .......Metamorphosis, The  - Kafka ●  TU ●  ●  ●●  ● RJ  ....................................................................● ....................................................................●   $3.99 ............ $1.99   
200081 .......Midsummer Night’s Dream, A  - Shakespeare Midsummer Night’s Dream, A  - Shakespeare Midsummer Night’s Dream, A ●  TU ●  ●  ●●  ● RJ  ●AT ........................................● ........................................●   $3.99 ............ $1.99   

202123 .......Much Ado About Nothing  - Shakespeare ●  TU ●  ●  ●●  ● RJ  ●AT ...............................................● ...............................................●   $3.99 ............ $1.99 

301391 .......My Antonia  - Cather ●  TU ●  ●  ●●  ● RJ  ..................................................................................● ..................................................................................●   $3.99 ............ $1.99  

200079 .......Narrative of the Life of 

Frederick Douglass  - Douglass ●  TU ●  ●  ●●  ● RJ  ●AT ............................................................● ............................................................●   $3.99 ............ $1.99   

301269 .......Odyssey, The   - Butler (trans.) ●  TU ●  ●  ●●  ● RJ  ●AT ..............................................................● ..............................................................●   $4.99 ............ $2.49   
200564 .......Oedipus Rex  - Sophocles Oedipus Rex  - Sophocles Oedipus Rex ●  TU  ...............................................................................   $3.99 ............ $1.99   

200095 .......Othello  - Shakespeare ●  TU ●  ●  ●●  ● RJ  ●AT  ●AP ......................................................................● ......................................................................●   $3.99 ............ $1.99  

202121 .......Picture of Dorian Gray, The  - Wilde ●  TU ●  ●  ●●  ● RJ  .........................................................● .........................................................●   $4.99 ............ $2.49   

200368 .......Pride and Prejudice  - Austen ●  TU ●  ●  ●●  ● RJ  ●AT ...............................................................● ...............................................................●   $4.99 ............ $2.49   

202114 .......Prince, The  - Machavelli ●  TU ...............................................................................● ...............................................................................●   $3.99 ............ $1.99   

200791 .......Pygmalion  - Shaw ●  TU  .........................................................................................   $3.99 ............ $1.99   

200102 .......Red Badge of Courage, The  - Crane ●  TU ●  ●  ●●  ● RJ  ●AT ....................................................● ....................................................●   $3.99 ............$1.99   

200193 .......Romeo and Juliet  - Shakespeare ●  TU ●  ●  ●●  ● RJ  ●AT ...........................................................● ...........................................................●   $3.99 ............ $0.99   

200132 .......Scarlet Letter, The  - Hawthorne ●  TU ●AT  ●AP ..........................................................● ..........................................................●   $4.99 ............$2.49   

202119 .......Siddhartha  - Hesse ●  TU ●  ●  ●●  ● RJ  ●AT ................................................................................● ................................................................................●   $3.99 ............ $1.99   

204863 .......Silas Marner  - Eliot ●  TU ●  ●  ●●  ● RJ  ●AT ...............................................................................● ...............................................................................●   $3.99 ............ $1.99   

200251 .......Tale of Two Cities, A  - DickensTale of Two Cities, A  - DickensTale of Two Cities, A J ●AT  ●AP ..................................................................● ..................................................................●   $5.99 ............ $2.99   

200231 .......Taming of the Shrew, The  - Shakespeare ●  TU ●  ●  ●●  ● RJ  ●AT ..............................................● ..............................................●   $3.99 ............ $1.99   

204865 .......Time Machine, The  - Wells ●  TU ●  ●  ●●  ● RJ  ●AT ....................................................................● ....................................................................●   $3.99 ............ $1.99   

202120 .......Treasure Island  - Stevenson ●  TU ●  ●  ●●  ● RJ  ......................................................................● ......................................................................●   $4.99 ............ $2.49

301420 .......War of the Worlds  - Wells ●  TU ●  ●  ●●  ● RJ .........................................................................● .........................................................................●   $3.99 ............ $1.99   

202122 .......Wuthering Heights  - Brontë ●  TU  ●AT ......................................................................● ......................................................................●   $5.99 ............$2.99  

The Perfect Balance Between Cost 
and Quality for Classic Paperbacks
WITH ALL OF THE DIFFERENT EDITIONS of classics 

available, what makes Prestwick House Literary 
Touchstone Classics™ better?    
   Our editions were designed by former teachers with 
the needs of teachers and students in mind. Because 
we’ve struggled to stretch tight budgets and had to 
deal with the deficiencies of cheaply made paperbacks, 
we’ve produced high-quality trade editions at remark-
ably low prices. As a result, our editions have it all.

Value Pricing – With our extraordinary Educators’ 
Discount, you get these books at 50% or more off the 
list price.

Reading Pointers for Sharper Insights – Concise notes 
that encourage students to question and consider 
points of plot, theme, characterization, and style, etc.

Glossary and Vocabulary – An A-to-Z glossary makes 
sure that your students won’t get lost in difficult allu-
sions or archaic vocabulary and concepts. 

Sturdy Bindings and High-Quality Paper – High-quality 
construction ensures these editions hold up to heavy, 
repeated use.

Strategies for Understanding Shakespeare – Each 
Shakespeare Literary Touchstone Classic™ contains line 
numbers, margin notes, and a guide to understanding 
Shakespeare’s language, as well as key strategies for 
getting the most from the plays.

Special Introductory Discount for Educators only –
 At Least 50% Off!  

New titles are constantly being added; call or visit our 
website for current listing.

P.O. Box 658 • Clayton, DE 19938 • (800) 932-4593 • (888) 718-9333 • www.prestwickhouse.com

TU ●  TU Teaching Units R ●  ●  ● RJ  Response Journals    ●AT Activity Pack    ●AP AP Teaching Units   



❒ Check or Money Order Enclosed ❒ Purchase Order Enclosed
❒ Visa  ❒ MasterCard  ❒ Discover Card  ❒ American Express

Signature

Telephone # Exp. Date

Credit Card #

Method of Payment (Choose one)

Because charges for air delivery are based on weight and distance, heavy packages can be expensive to ship air freight. Typographic and photo-
graphic errors are subject to revision. Prestwick House is the sole source of all proprietary materials listed in this catalogue. Please be sure to
include a street address. FedEx ground/UPS will not deliver to a P.O. Box.

We accept purchase orders and authorized orders
charged to institutions. Personal orders not on a
credit card must be accompanied by a check.

Subtotal $

Shipping $12% S&H ($6.00 minimum)

Total $

ITEM NO TITLE QUANTITY X PRICE = TOTAL

Shipping & Handling
For orders of $50.00 or less, please add $6.00 for shipping and
handling charges. For orders from $50.01 to $799.99 add 12%
For orders of $800.00 and more, add 10%

Delivery Service
Most orders are shipped FedEx and you can expect delivery with-
in 7-10 working days. Items in stock are usually shipped within
one working day of receiving your order.

Expedited Delivery
for expedited delivery ask about the following options:
• Overnight Air
• 2nd day air
• 3 Day Select

P R E S T W I C K H O U S E ,  I N C .

Call 1-800-932-4593 Fax 1-888-718-9333 Prestwick House, Inc.
P.O. Box 658

Clayton, DE 19938

School:

Name:

Address:

City, State, Zip:

Phone: Email:

Ship To: ■Home ■School

School:

Name:

Address:

City, State, Zip:

Phone: Email:

Bill To: ■ Home ■School

Order Form


	About the Author
	Terms and Definitions
	Legal Terms
	Objectives
	Questions for Essay and Discussion
	Test
	Test Key
	Study Guide - Teacher's Copy
	Act I
	Act II
	Act III

	Study Guide - Student Copy
	Act I
	Act II
	Act III

	Literary Touchstone Classics
	Order Form



